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Social Responsibility and the World of Nature (ENV 105) 
Professor Robert L. Chapman, Fall 2011 
rchapman@pace.edu 

212-346-1364

T 11:15 – 12:10

R 11:15 – 1:05 

163 William Street, room 1515

Office hours: M 2 – 4PM; T 1 – 2:30PM; W 1 – 2:30PM 
Too often it is assumed that social responsibility doesn’t extend beyond the “social/cultural” to embrace the world of nature; that the two spheres are separate and divided along lines of human – non-human, rational – irrational, superior – inferior, etc. The most persistent belief regarding the human relationship to nature is to view nature as a resource for human needs and wants with no accompanying responsibility to nature; since nature is not thought to possess any values worth considering from the moral point of view. In short, the natural world has “instrumental” value only.
This course questions these assumptions by exploring ways in which nature might be considered to have values suitable for inclusion into both ethics and politics. The central and unifying question is: “Is it possible to be a good citizen while abusing nature through various types of exploitation?” In other words, is there an ethical-ecological-political imperative to include the good of nature beyond what is useful to humans? Through a series of readings student will examine influential political ideologies and political concepts as they attempt to meet “the ecological challenge.” Some of the attempts we will examine include issues such as; can individual rights associated with liberalism be extended to the natural world? Are environmentalism and political liberalism compatible? What political ideologies are best able to engage the individual in environmentally responsible actions and promote environmental literacy? What is environmental justice? 

We live in a time of swift and sweeping change. Political values are changing significantly; even the concept of democracy is undergoing radical transformation brought on by global economic forces that question the value and need for national and state sovereignty. The primary goal of this course is to understand the impact of those changes on our political-social lives and to (re)evaluate the role of the citizen at this pivotal moment in history. By semester’s end students will be able to recognize those processes of change in their everyday lives and capable of making informed decisions regarding their political responses. In effect, students will have become ecologically and politically literate. How will I know you have succeeded? The quality of your service-research project and your ability to reason through difficult real-life issues presented on essay examinations.

There is a community service component to this course (AOK 1). For our purposes the community served is Pace University. Students will develop a research agenda on topics that have a direct environmental impact on the University. 
Evaluation:
Two examinations—a mid-term and final—30% each (60%)

Research project 40%

Required Text:
Environment & Citizenship: Integrating Justice, Responsibility and Civic Engagement, Mark J. Smith & Piya Pangsapa (London: Zed Books, 2008)

Political Theory and the Ecological Challenge, Andrew Dobson & Robyn Eckersley, editors (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006)

Recommended Text:
Environmental Citizenship, Andrew Dobson & Derek Bell, editors (Boston: MIT Press, 2006)

Required Articles (on Blackboard):  
· “The Global Ecological Crisis,” Carolyn Merchant

· “The Steady State: Physical Law and Moral Choice,” Paul B.   Sears

· “Ecology & Man: A View Point,” Paul Shepard

· “Global Ecology and the Common Good,” John Bellamy Foster

· “Society & Ecology,” Murray Bookchin
· “Values & Preferences,” Mark Sagoff
Provisional Schedule: 
Where Are We Now? 9/8 – 9/20

Modern Political Ideologies 9/22 – 10/4 


Environmental & Ecological Citizenship 10/6 – 10/20


Modern Political Concepts 10/25 – 11/1

· Democracy
· Justice

Mid-term examination 11/3

Modern Political Concepts 11/8 – 11/29

· The state

· Representation

· Freedom and rights

· Citizenship

· Security

Corporate Responsibility and Environmental Sustainability 12/1 – 12/6

New Vocabulary for Ecological Citizenship 12/8 – 12/13

Final examination – see schedule 
__________________________________________________________

Official Pace Statement on Plagiarism 

All members of the Pace community are expected to behave with honesty and integrity.  The Undergraduate Catalog includes the following advisory for students on Academic Integrity:

Students must accept the responsibility to be honest and to respect ethical standards in meeting their academic assignments and requirements.  Integrity in the academic life requires that students demonstrate intellectual and academic achievement independent of all assistance except that authorized by the instructor.  The use of an outside source, including electronics sources, in any paper, report or submission for academic credit without the appropriate acknowledgement is plagiarism.  It is unethical to present as one’s own work the ideas, words or representations of another without the proper indication of the source.  Therefore, it is the student’s responsibility to give credit for any quotation, idea or data borrowed from an outside source. Students who fail to meet the responsibility for academic integrity subject themselves to sanctions ranging from a reduction in grade or failure in the assignment or course in which the offense occurred to suspension or dismissal from the University.  (21)

· Students with disabilities

If you have a disability for which you wish to obtain an accommodation or auxiliary aid for this course or any other course or program at Pace, you must contact the Coordinator of Disability Services located at the University's Counseling Center in New York at 212-346-1526. The Coordinator of Disability Services will evaluate your documentation and discuss the accommodations process with you, provide any necessary referrals, make recommendations for your plan of accommodation, and assist you in arranging the recommended accommodations with your professors and appropriate administrators. Professors are not authorized to make such decisions on their own, provide accommodations or aids prior to your arranging for them through Counseling Services, or to contact the Counseling Center directly about such questions.

