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Professor Kenneth Gould

This course explores the complex, dynamic interactions between social systems and ecosystems.
Environmental political economy challenges social science’s human exemptionnalist paradigm by incorporating
the natural environment as a variable. The course will examine the social origins of the major environmental
stresses facing contemporary social systems, the social conflicts that these stresses have produced, and a
range of approaches to resolving social system-ecosystem disjuncture at local, regional, national, and
transnational levels. Major theoretical frameworks and debates in environmental political economy will be
addressed. Special attention will be paid to the roles of science and technology in generating and responding
to socio-environmental disorganization, the role of socio-economic inequality in environmental conflicts, the
emergence of environmental social movement coalitions, the fusion of the politics of place, production, and
identity in ecological resistance movements, and linkages between transnational economic processes and
efforts to achieve ecologically and socially sustainable development trajectories.



